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On January 11, 2021, President Donald J. Trump appointed Ezra Cohen to a three-year term on the 

Public Interest Declassification Board (PIDB) and designated him to serve as chair for a two-year term 

that ended on January 10, 2023. Speaker Mike Johnson appointed Cohen to a second three-year 

term from January 11, 2024, to January 10, 2027. Prior to his appointment to the PIDB, Cohen served 

in senior leadership positions at the Department of Defense (DoD) and Intelligence Community, 

most recently as the acting undersecretary of defense for intelligence and security and director for 

defense intelligence in the Office of the Director of National Intelligence from November 2020 to 

January 2021. In this role, he exercised authority, direction, and control over the Defense Intelligence 

Enterprise and Combat Support Agencies. Additionally, he served as the principal civilian intelligence 

advisor to the Secretary of Defense on all military intelligence-related matters, including signals 

intelligence, human intelligence, sensitive activities, geospatial intelligence, sensitive reconnaissance, 

counterintelligence, law enforcement, and security. His previous government positions include acting 

assistant secretary of defense for special operations and low-intensity conflict (SO/LIC); principal 

deputy assistant secretary of defense for SO/LIC; deputy assistant secretary of defense for counter-

narcotics and global threats; special assistant to the president and senior director for intelligence 

programs on the National Security Council; deputy defense intelligence officer for South Asia at the 

Defense Intelligence Agency; and as a DoD operations officer. Cohen began his government service 

as an intern researching 1820 tariff legislation in the Center for Legislative Archives, a part of the 

National Archives and Records Administration. He has also worked in the private sector for Oracle 

Corporation. Cohen received a B.A. in History from the University of Pennsylvania and a J.D. 

from the University of Chicago Law School. 


