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Maher Bitar serves as Deputy Assistant to the President and Coordinator for Intelligence
and Defense Policy at the National Security Council. In this capacity, he is the White
House’s senior-most official responsible for coordinating U.S. Government intelligence and
defense policy.

Prior to assuming the role of Coordinator, Mr. Bitar served since January 20, 2021, as
Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for Intelligence Programs.

From 2017 to early 2021, Mr. Bitar served as General Counsel for the House Permanent
Select Committee on Intelligence, during which he coordinated congressional oversight of
the Intelligence Community’s sensitive programs and budget.

From 2015 until early 2017, Mr. Bitar served as Deputy to the U.S. Permanent
Representative to the United Nations. In this role, he served as a standing a member of the
Deputies Committee, which coordinates national security and foreign policy across U.S.
Government departments and agencies.

As a career Department of State official, Mr. Bitar served from 2013 to 2015 as the Director
for Israeli and Palestinian Affairs on the National Security Council staff and, before that, as
a diplomat focused on Middle East peace efforts.

Mr. Bitar holds a Juris Doctor from Georgetown Law, received a Master of Science degree
from the University of Oxford as a Marshall Scholar, and completed his undergraduate
studies at Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service.



