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Amanda Catanzano is the acting vice president of global policy and advocacy at the International 
Rescue Committee. The International Rescue Committee is a global humanitarian 
aid organization that offers emergency aid and long-term assistance to people in crisis in over 
forty countries and resettles refugees in twenty-eight U.S. cities. Catanzano oversees the 
organization’s policy and advocacy efforts, which draw on the learning and experience of IRC 
humanitarian and resettlement programming to shape policy and practice. She joined the IRC 
from a career in the U.S. government, most recently as the director for strategic planning at the 
National Security Council. Prior to the National Security Council, Catanzano was a member of 
the secretary of state’s policy planning staff and special assistant to the deputy secretary of state, 
covering South and Central Asia with a focus on Afghanistan and Pakistan. She holds an MA in 
U.S. foreign policy from the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies. 
 


