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Alana Ackerson is the CEO of HQ, a subsidiary of Digital Currency Group, focused on working with 

the world’s preeminent crypto, blockchain, and decentralized finance (DeFi) entrepreneurs and 

investors. As cofounder of Figure Technologies and Provenance Blockchain, Ackerson put the power 

of blockchain to practice through products that bring unprecedented speed and ease to financial 

services and to revolutionize the way assets are issued, traded, and accessed globally. As CEO of the 

Thiel Foundation, Ackerson led the organization's efforts to support the next generation of 

entrepreneurs and promote radical scientific and technological innovations.  

 

Ackerson is a member of the board of governors, and a recent board director, of Opportunity 

International, a global nonprofit organization dedicated to helping the poor break the cycle of poverty.  

 

Ackerson received a bachelor’s degree in science, technology, and society from Stanford University, a 

master’s degree in philosophical and systematic theology from the Graduate Theological Union in 

Berkeley, and a doctorate of ministry with a focus on technology and faith from San Francisco 

Theological Seminary. 

 


