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Meeting Courtesies 
 

The presentation, discussion, and question-and-answer period will be on the record. 

 

 

For virtual attendees:  

 

To ask a question during the question-and-answer session, click on the Raise Hand icon on your Zoom window.  

When you are called on to speak, please accept the unmute now prompt,  

then proceed with your name and affiliation, followed by your question.  

Your video will remain off but your microphone will be unmuted.  

 

 

For in-person attendees:  

 

Please refrain from leaving the meeting early or arriving late. 

It is discourteous to our speakers and disruptive to the audience.  

  

Please remember to silence your electronic devices.  

 

If you are called upon by the presider to ask a question during the question-and-answer session,  

please stand, wait for the microphone, and state your name and affiliation. Limit yourself to one  

concise question to allow as many members as possible to participate. 

 

 

 

 

 

CFR is committed to maintaining an environment in which divergent perspectives are voiced and where 

participants are not subjected to verbal or physical harassment of any kind. All participants are expected 

to maintain the highest levels of civility and respect toward speakers, presiders, staff, guests, and one 

another. 

 

 
 

 
 



 

Antony J. Blinken 

 

Antony J. Blinken is the seventy-first U.S. secretary of state. He was nominated by President Biden on November 23, 

2020; confirmed by the U.S. Senate on January 26, 2021; and sworn in by Vice President Kamala Harris the following 

day. Over three decades and three presidential administrations, Blinken has helped shape U.S. foreign policy to ensure 

it protects U.S. interests and delivers results for the American people. He served as deputy secretary of state for 

President Barack Obama from 2015 to 2017, and before that, as President Obama’s principal deputy national security 

advisor. In that role, Blinken chaired the interagency deputies committee, the main forum for hammering out the 

administration’s foreign policy. During the first term of the Obama administration, Blinken was national security 

advisor to then-Vice President Joe Biden. This was the continuation of a long professional relationship that stretched 

back to 2002, when Blinken began his six-year stint as Democratic staff director for the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations 

Committee, then-Senator Biden chaired the committee from 2001 to 2003 and 2007 to 2009. During the Clinton 

administration, Blinken served as a member of the National Security Council (NSC) staff, including two years as the 

senior director for European affairs, the president’s principal advisor on the countries of Europe, the European 

Union, and North Atlantic Treaty Organization. He also spent four years as President Clinton’s chief foreign policy 

speechwriter, and he led the NSC’s strategic planning team. Blinken’s public service began at the U.S. Department of 

State. From 1993 to 1994, he was a special assistant in what was then called the Bureau of European and Canadian 

Affairs. Outside of government, Blinken has worked in the private sector, civil society, and journalism. He was a 

founder of WestExec Advisors and was also a senior fellow at the Center for Strategic and International Studies from 

2001 and 2002. Before joining government, Blinken practiced law in New York and Paris. He was also a reporter for 

the New Republic magazine and is the author of Ally Versus Ally: America, Europe and the Siberian Pipeline Crisis. He is a 

graduate of Harvard College and Columbia Law School. 

 

 

 

 

Richard Haass—presiding 

 

Dr. Richard Haass, a veteran diplomat and respected scholar of international relations, is in his twentieth year as 

president of the Council on Foreign Relations. He previously served in the State Department under Presidents 

George W. Bush and Ronald Reagan, at the White House under George H.W. Bush, and the Pentagon during the 

Carter administration. He was U.S. envoy to the Cyprus negotiations and the Northern Ireland peace process, and 

after 9/11 was U.S. coordinator for the future of Afghanistan. Dr. Haass is the author or editor of fourteen books on 

American foreign policy, one book on management, and one on American democracy. His latest book, The Bill of 

Obligations: The Ten Habits of Good Citizens, was published by Penguin Press in January 2023 and became a New York 

Times best seller. He also authors a weekly newsletter, Home & Away, available on Substack. A Rhodes Scholar, Dr. 

Haass holds a bachelor’s degree from Oberlin College, the doctorate of philosophy degree from Oxford University, 

and numerous honorary degrees. He is the recipient of the State Department’s Distinguished Honor Award, the 

Presidential Citizens Medal, and the Tipperary International Peace Award. Dr. Haass, who was born in Brooklyn and 

grew up on Long Island, lives with his wife in New York City. 
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